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====== Stenosis is commonly encountered in various parts of the body. In the most common and innocuous situation, occlusion
is caused by a partially-occluded stenotic plaque that restricts or impedes flow of blood. Stenosis can occur in any blood vessel,
but most often it is found in the coronary arteries that supply the heart muscle itself. When coronary stenosis severely limits
flow, the result may be myocardial infarction, commonly known as a heart attack. A number of treatment methods have been
devised to widen and/or otherwise recondition stenotic vessels. For example, where the stenosis is relatively long and/or located
in a peripheral artery, percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) has been used to expand the vessel. Although PTA can often
be effective to reduce the severity of the stenosis, in many cases the effect is not long lasting. The body eventually tends to
restenose the treated area. In the case of coronary stenosis, such as in the coronary arteries that supply the heart muscle,
treatment typically includes some combination of a bypass surgery and/or a minimally invasive coronary artery bypass. Bypass
surgery involves surgically building a new artery where the natural one has become occluded. Performing bypass surgery is
highly invasive, and requires a long recovery period. Minimally invasive coronary artery bypass surgery has also been proposed.
This approach typically involves a long incision, bypass surgery and use of either hand-held cutting/grasping instruments or
mechanical cutting/grasping tools that grab and cut the vessel walls. The use of such instruments, however, is somewhat time
consuming and may also cause trauma to the vessel walls. One alternative to hand-held cutting and grasping instruments is an
endoscopic surgical tool that includes a central channel and a cutting tool. The tool is inserted through a small incision in the
skin and advanced through a body channel or lumen, such as a natural lumen or one created through a trocar or cannula, until the
cutting tool is at the desired location. While such devices provide a number of advantages, as the tool becomes blunt and/or
worn, the ability of the tool to cut a vessel may be adversely affected. Accordingly, a need exists for alternative methods and
devices for performing vessel reconditioning, especially in the case of coronary stenosis.Q: Remove non-breaking space from
the
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