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sensor having a plurality of spaced transducers. Each transducer has a corresponding detector and processing electronics. Each detector is associated with a corresponding filter to suppress interference, such as ambient IR, that would otherwise mask the operation of the detector. In operation, the detector generates an electrical signal that is conditioned and then routed to the corresponding processing electronics. The processing

electronics includes a means for comparing, and from any time, date or date and time of an IR signal, to determine if it is indicative of the presence of an obstacle. The sensor described above suffers from the disadvantage that the detector and the filter has to be associated with the same transducer. Thus, if an obstacle is detected by the IR detector, but is not fully illuminated, the detector cannot sense the presence of the
obstacle. It is an object of the invention to provide a combination of UV and IR detector that does not have the disadvantages of the prior art. Accordingly, the present invention provides a combination of a light source adapted to emit UV radiation and an array of spaced detectors, adapted to detect UV radiation, wherein each detector is an element of a detector array that includes two or more detectors. Each detector has an

associated filter to suppress ambient IR that would otherwise mask the operation of the detector. The combination further includes processor electronics for comparing, and from any time, date or date and time of a UV signal, to determine if it is indicative of the presence of an obstacle. An advantage of the invention is that the UV sensor of the invention can sense UV radiation that is produced and reflected by an object, even
when it is not fully illuminated. The sensor can be a pyroelectric detector that comprises a pyroelectric material coupled to an electrical conductor. The pyroelectric material is heated by incident radiation and creates a potential for use in determining the presence of an obstacle. The electrical conductor can be coupled to a first electrode which may be the case,
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