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Thelily of the spring, the lily of the forest..." Those were the first words of the song. And now | think of "Tenderness," written on the
words of Elena Nikolaevskaya. | often think of both the words from that song and the voice of the poet singing the words of the song.
And often | imagine my friendship with Y vette, which | think was "Tenderness.” | feel her, lying in the hospital, writing me letters and
putting them in adrawer. | write her letters: "Y vette, dear, forgive my silence, which | cannot help feeling, though | write to you every

day.
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